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MEMO – S/627

TO:
ALL CLUBS
FROM:

Peter Budd – Secretary - NDSFA

DATE:

Thursday, 6 April 2006

SUBJECT:
More Players Are “Seeing Red” over foul and abusive language


It has been widely documented, that referees in many codes of football are clamping down hard on players using foul and abusive language in sport. The move began last year in the UK Premier League after Wayne Rooney was caught on camera using foul and abusive language and he was widely condemned in football circles, for being a bad influence on young players. Our season is only two weeks old and there have been numerous red cards shown to players for using foul and abusive language. Feedback has suggested that some of the players who have been sent from the field were only swearing at themselves and not to anyone else on the field. At a meeting between Nepean District representatives and Nepean Referees association tonight, the subject was aired and a firm undertaking to continue to clamp down was presented by representatives from the referee’s association. 
The FIFA rules of the game are quite clear. Under Law 12 Fouls & Misconduct, there are seven offences for which a player may receive a red card.

1.      Is guilty of serious foul play 
2.      Is guilty of violent conduct 
3.      Spits at an opponent or any other person 
4.      Denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal scoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball (this does not apply to a goalkeeper within his own penalty area)
5.      Denies an obvious goal scoring opportunity to an opponent moving towards the player’s goal by an offence punishable by a free kick or a penalty kick 
6.      Uses offensive or insulting or abusive language and/or gestures 
7.      Receives a second caution in the same match. 
All players must understand that the rule does not specify how the language is applied, who it is used towards or at what volume. The rule makes it clear that offensive, insulting or abusive language has no place in the game and the punishment is to be dismissed from the field of play.
Please heed the warning: If you really must swear to “let off steam” or for any other reason, you must learn to swear silently. The referee’s association aims to continue to police this rule and to encourage all the members to apply it in an “even handed” manner to all teams they encounter at weekends.
If you do receive a red card, it is likely that you will receive a suspension of between two and four weeks, depending upon circumstances. 
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